


The Joy of My Heart
© 2004 by Anne Graham Lotz

All rights reserved. No portion of this book may be reproduced, stored 
in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means— 
electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, scanning, or other— except 
for brief quotations in critical reviews or articles, without the prior written 
permission of the publisher.

Published in Nashville, Tennessee, by Thomas Nelson. Thomas Nelson is a 
registered trademark of HarperCollins Christian Publishing, Inc.

Thomas Nelson titles may be purchased in bulk for educational, business, 
fund- raising, or sales promotional use. For information, please email 
SpecialMarkets@ThomasNelson.com.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy 
Bible, New International VersionTM, NIVTM. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 
by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved 
worldwide. www.Zondervan.com. The “niv” and “New International 
Version” are trademarks registered in the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.TM

Scripture quotations marked kjv are taken from The King James Version 
(kjv) of the Bible. Public domain.

Scripture quotations marked nasb are taken from the New American 
Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 
1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. (www.
Lockman.org)

Scripture quotations marked nkjv are taken from the New King James 
Version®. © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Any Internet addresses, phone numbers, or company or product information 
printed in this book are offered as a resource and are not intended in any 
way to be or to imply an endorsement by Thomas Nelson, nor does Thomas 
Nelson vouch for the existence, content, or services of these sites, phone 
numbers, companies, or products beyond the life of this book.

ISBN: 978-1-4002-1826-4

Printed in India

20 21 22 23 24  RPI  6 5 4 3 2 1



The God of Eternity’s Beginning

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:1 nkjv

T he glorious dawn of God’s Story begins with the stunning
yet profoundly simple statement that in the beginning 

He created everything (Genesis 1:1)— which means that in the 
beginning, He was already there. He is eternal.

It is impossible to comprehend eternity. It’s been defined as 
three stages of time: everything before Creation, everything that 
has taken place or will take place from Creation until the end of 
the world, and everything that will take place after the end of 
the world. It stretches back further than the human mind can 
reach— whether through anthropology, or geology, or archae-
ology. It stretches ahead further than the human mind can 
imagine— whether through science fiction or scientific observa-
tion or telescopes.

God as Creator is eternal and therefore not bound by time. 
That means He is in your future, and He is in your past, and He 
surrounds you at present! Would you worship Him now for His 
eternity?

God’s Story



Risk- Taking Obedience

“We ought to obey God rather than men.”
Acts 5:29 nkjv

A t the wedding in Cana, Jesus issued a command to the serv-
ants that seemed to have nothing to do with the shortage 

of wine: “Fill the jars with water.” The servants must have stolen 
furtive looks at each other, but without question, resistance, or 
argument, “they filled them to the brim” (John 2:7).

Why did the servants obey? What made them risk their repu- 
tations and their jobs and carry out His instructions? Surely it 
wasn’t just because Mary told them to do whatever He said. It 
must have been something about Jesus Himself that thrust them 
out on the limb of risk- taking obedience.

Was it His clear, firm gaze of authority?
Was it the quiet confidence of His demeanor?
Was it the unwavering strength of His tone of voice?
Whatever the reason, they obeyed and experienced the thrill 

of seeing the water they poured into the jars pour out as wine!
Just Give Me Jesus



Just Turn on the Light!

You were once darkness, but now you are light 
in the Lord. Walk as children of light.

Ephesians 5:8 nkjv

I live in the southern part of the United States. During the 
warmer months in particular, if I leave the porch light on at 

night, all sorts of moths and insects swarm to it. The variety 
can be fascinating. Everything from large Luna moths to beetles 
to strange green crawly things beat and flutter their way to the 
light. I have never stood at the door and called these insects to 
come or set out bait for them. All I have to do is to turn on the 
light and they come of their own volition— by the hundreds. 
Moths, in the midst of the darkness, are not attracted to more 
darkness. They are attracted to the light.

People today, living in the midst of darkness, are not 
attracted to more darkness; they are attracted to the Light. So 
let your Light shine! Lift it high! You don’t have to have a clever 
presentation to your witness or learn evangelistic formulas or 
take a course on communicating to postmodern man. For heav-
en’s sake, just turn on the Light!

Just Give Me Jesus



The Joy of Working Together

Whatever you do in word or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Colossians 3:17 nkjv

W hat task has God assigned you? Has He assigned you to
establish a home,

strengthen a marriage,
serve a church,

teach in a classroom,
or comfort in a sick room?

Check your attitude toward the assignment. Do you grumble 
and complain about it? Do you neglect and ignore it? Do you 
resent and reject it? Or do you enjoy fulfilling it as your service 
unto the Lord? God wants you and me to enjoy our service to 
Him, whatever it may be. And He also wants us to discuss each 
detail with Him as we do the work. One of His pleasures, as well 
as ours, is the joy of working together as we complete the task. 
Often, the more difficult the task, the greater the joy because it 
enables us to see the power of God and just what He can do in 
and through and for us.

God’s Story



The Mystery of God

God saw everything that He had made, 
and indeed it was very good.

Genesis 1:31 nkjv

S omeone has said that if God were small enough for us to
understand, He would not be big enough to save us. Yet 

the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself to us. And the revelation 
is true.

At the birth of time and space and human history, against the 
inky blackness of the universe and the shadowy mysteriousness 
of eternity, the character of God shone forth with the radiant 
beauty of a full moon in a cloudless night sky. Even the casual 
reader of the creation account in Genesis can easily identify

Hi s unequaled power as He called into existence that 
which had no existence,

Hi s unlimited sovereignty as He took counsel with 
Himself and decided to create man in His own 
image,

an d His unsearchable goodness that was revealed when 
He created Adam, the first man.

In what way have you glimpsed the character of God today? 
Would you praise Him for it?

Why?




